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AN 


HISTORICAL NARRATION 


| Concerning 


HERES I E, 


And the PUNISHMENT thereof. 


42220E5< He word Hereſie | 1s Greek, and fi 1gnifies a taking * 
# of any thing, and particularly the taking of an / 
| Opinion. After the ſtudy of Philoſophy be- 
C2 gun in Greece, and the Philoſophers diſagreeing 
| _ amongſt themſelves, had ſtarted many Queſtions, 
not onely about things Natural , but alſo Moral and Civil; 
becauſe every man took what Opinion he pleaſed, each ſeve- 
ral Opinion was called a Hereſte ; which fignified no more } 
than a private Opinion, without reference to truth or falſhood. } 
The beginners of theſe Hereſies were chiefly Pythagoras , E- 
picurns, Zeno, Plato, and Ariftotle ; men who as they held ma- 
ny Errours, fo alſo found they out many true and uſeful Do- 
&rines, in all kinds of Learning : and for that cauſe were well 
eſteemed of by the greateſt Perlonages of their own times 3 
and fo alſo were ſome few of their Followers. | 

But the reſt, ignorant men, and very often needy Knaves, 
having earned by heart the Tencts, ſome of Pythagoras, ſome 
of Epicurns, ſome of Zeno, ſome of Plato, ſome of Ariſtotle , 
and pretending to take after them , made uſe thereof to get 
their Living by. the reaching of Rich mens Children that hap- 
pened to be in love with theſe famous Names. Burt by their 
1norant Diſcourſe, ſordid and ridiculous Manners, they were 
generally deſpiſed, of what Se& or Herefie ſoever they were 
whether they, were Pythagoreans, or Epicureans,” or Stoicks 


( who followed Zeno) or Academicks (Followers of Plato )) 
A 2 or 
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or Peripateticks ( Followers of Ariflotle : ) For theſe were 
the names of Herefies, or ( as the Latizes call them ) Se&s, 
; & ſequendo, ſo much talkt of from after the time of Alexander 
\ till this preſent day, and that have perpetually troubled or 
deceived the people with whom they lived, and were never 
more numerous than in- the time of the Primitive Church. 

But the Herefte of Ariftotle was more predominant than 
any, or perhaps than all the reſt : nor was the name of Here- 
fie then-a diſgrace, nor the word Heretick at all in uſe, though 
the ſeveral Sets, eſpecially the Epicareans and the Stoicks, 
hated one another; and the Stoicks being the fiercer men, 
uſed to revile thoſe that differed from them with the moſt de- 
ſpightful words they could invent. 


It cannot be doubted, but that, by the preaching of the 


Apoſtles and Diſciples of Chriſt in Greece and other parts of 
the Roman Empire , full of theſe Philoſophers, many thou- 


fands of men were converted to the Chriſtian Faith , ſome 


really, and ſome feignedly, for fatious ends, or for need ; 


( for Chriſtians lived then in common, and were charicable : 


and becauſe moſt of theſe Philoſophers had better skill in 


Diſputing and anne” than the Common people, and there- 
by were better qualified both to defend and propagate the 
Goſpel, there is*no doubt (1 fay ) but moſt of the Paſtors 
of the Primitive Church were 4 that reaſon choſen out of 
the number of theſe Philoſophers ; who retaining ſtill many 
Dodrines which they had taken up on the authority of their 
former Maſters, whom they had in reverence, endeavoured 
many of them to draw the Scriptures every one to his own 
Herefie. And thus at firſt entred Hereſie into the Church 
of Chriſt. Yet theſe men were all of them Chriſtians, as 
they were when they were firſt baptized : Nor did they deny 
the Authority of thoſe Writings which were left them by the 
Apoſtles and Evangeliſts, but interpreted them many times 
with a bias to their former Philoſophy. And this Difſention 
amongſt themſelves, was a great ſcandal to the Unbelievers, 
and which not onely obſtructed the way of the Goſpel, but 

allo drew ſcorn and greater perſecution upon the Church. 
For remedy whereof, the chief Paſtors of Churches did 
uſe, at the 5d of any new. Opinion, to afſemble _— 
or 
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for the examining and determining of the ſame ; wherein, if 
the Author of the Opinion were convinced of his: Errour, and 
ſubſcribed to the Sentence of the Church aſſembled, Th all 
was well again : but if he ſtill perſt iſted in it, they bd him 
afide, and conlidered him but as an Heathen man ;- which, to 
an unfeigned Chriſtian, was a great ignominy, and of force to 
make him confider better of his own Dodtrine :- -and. ſome- 
times brought him to- the acknowledgment c of the Truth. Bur 
other puniſhment they could inflict none, .that being a right ap- 
propriated to the Civil Power.: So that all the puniſhment the 
Church could infli, was onely Ignominy ; and that among 
the faithful, confi ſting i in this, that his company was by all the 
Godly ad and he baaſelf branded. with the name of He- 
retick 10 oppolit ition to the whole Church, that condemned his 
Doctrine. .. So that Catholick and Heretaak were terms relative ;. 
and here it was that Heretick became..to be a oy. and a 
name of diſgr ace, both rogether: | | 

The firſt and moſt. troubleſome Hereſfies in the Primitive 
Church, were about the Trinity. . For ( according to. the u- 
ſual curiof ity of Natural Philolophers) they could not abſtain 
from diſputing :the very firſt Principles of Chriſtianity, into 
which they were baptized, In the name of the Father, the. Son, 
and the Holy Ghoſt. Some there were that made them allego- 
rical. .. Others would make one Creator of Good, and another 
of Evil : ;. which was in effect to ſet up two Gods, oNe con- 
trary to another ; ſuppoſing that cauſation of evil could not 
be attributed to God, without Impiety.. From which Docrine 
they are not far diſianc. chat now make the firſt cauſe of ſin- 
ful actions to be every man as to.his own ſin. . Others there 
were that would have God to be a body with parts organt- 
cal, as Face, Hands, Fore-parts and Back-parts. Others, that 
Chriſt had no real body , but was a meer Phantaſin : ( tor 
Phantaſms were taken then, and have been ever ſince, by 
aunlearned and ſuperſtitious men, for things real and ſubs 
ſtent). Others denied the Divinity of Chriſt. Others, that 
Chriſt being God and Man, was two Perſons. Others con- 
feſt he was one Perſon, and-withal that he had bur one Na- 
ture. And a great many other Hereſfies aroſe from the too 


much adherence to the Philoſophy of thoſe times, : whereof 
B | ſome 
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ſome were ſuppreſt for a time by St. John's publiſhing his 
Goſpel , and ſome by their' own unreaſonableneſs vaniſhed, 
and ſome laſted till the time of Conſtantine the Great, and 
after. | Rs WE 

When Conſtantine the' Great ( made ſo by the aſſiſtance 
and valour of the Chriſtian Souldiers ) had attained to be 
the onely Roman Emperour , he alſo himſelf became a Chri- 
ſtian, and cauſed the Temples of the Heathen gods to be de- 
moliſhe&, and authorized Chriſtian Religion - onely to be 
publick:* But in the latter end of his time, there aroſe a Di- 
{pute in the' City of Alexandria,between Alexander the Biſhop 
' and Arizs a Presbyter of the ſame City:; wherein Arizs main- 
- tained, firſt; That Chriſt was inferiour' to his Father ; and. 
afterwards; That he was no God, alleadging the words of 
Chriſt, My Pather 3s greater than T. The Biſhop on the con- 
trary alleadging the words of St. Fohn, And the Word was 
God ; and the words of St. Thomas, My Lord and my God: 
This Controverſic preſently amongft the Inhabitants and 
Souldiers of Alexandria became a Quarrel, and: was the cauſe 
of much Bloudflied in and about the City ; and' was likely 
cheri to ſpread further, as afterwards it did. This fo far 
concerned the Emperours Civil Government, that he thought 
it neceſſary to call a General Council of all the Biſhops and 
other eminent Divines throughout the Roman Empire , to 
meet at the City of Nice. When' they were afſembled; they 
preſented the Emperour with Libels of Accufation one againft 
another. When he had recerved theſe Libels into his hands, 
he made an Oration to the Fathers affembled, exhorting them 
to agree, and to fall in hand with the ſettlement of the Ar- 
ficles of Faith, for which catife he had affembled them, faying, 
Whatſoever they ſhould decree therein, he would cauſe to 
be obſerved. This may perhaps ſeem a greater indifferency 
than would in theſe days be approved of: But fo it is in 
the Hiſtory ; and the Articles of Faith neceffary to Salvation, 
'were not thought then to be fo many as afterwards they were 
defined to be by the Chutch of Rome. 

Whien Conſtantine had ended his Oration, he cauſed the 
aforeſaid Libels to be caſt into the fire, as became a wile Kin 
and a charitable Chriſtian. This doetie, the Fathers fell in 

hand 


&- 


hand with their buſineſs, and following the method. off a for- 
mer Creed, called now The Apoſtles Creed, made a Confeſſion 
of Faith, viz. I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,maker of 
Veaven-and Earth , and of. all things. viſible and inviſible , ( in 
which is condemned the Polytheiſm of the Gentiles. ) And in 
one Lo2d Jeſus Chift the onely begotten Son of God, ( againſt 
the many ſons of the many-gods of the Heathen. ) Begotten 
of his Father befoze-ail wozſds, God- of God, ( againſt the A- 
rians ) Aery Hod. of very God, ( againſt.the Valentinians, and 
againſt the Herefie of Apelles, and others ,* who made 
Chriſt a meer Phantaſm. ) Light of Light, [ This was put in 
for explication, and uſed before to that purpole, by Tertullian.}] 
Begotten, not made, being of: one ſubſtance with the Farher, 
In this again they condemn the- Dodrine of Ars : for this 
word Of one ſubſtance, in Latine Conſubſtantialis, but in Greek 
Oxugen©s, that is, Of one Eſſence, was:put as a Touchſtone to 
diſcern an Arian from a Catholic :. And much ado there was 
about it. Conſtantine himſelf, - at .the. paſſing of this Creed, 
took notice of it for a hard wot; but yet approved of it, 
faying, Fhat in a divine Myſtery-it was fit to uſe dizzina &- 
arcana Yerba; that is, divine words, and hidden from humane 
underſtanding ; calling that ward cg#n®- divine, not becauſe 
it was in the divine Scripture; ( for 1t is not there ) but be- 
cauſe it was to him Arcanum, that 1s, not ſufficiently under- 
ftood. And in this again appeared the indifferency of the 
Emperour, and that he had for his end, in the calling of the 
Synod, not ſo much the Fruth, as the Uniformity of the Do- 
Arine, and peace of his People that depended on it. The 
cauſe of the obſcurity of this word o459n&-, proceeded chiefly 
from the difference between the Greek and Roman Dialect, 
in the Philoſophy of the Peripateticks. The firſt Principle of 
Religion in all Nations, is, That Go 3s, that is to ſay, that 
God really is Something, and not a meer fancy ; but that ) 
which is really ſomething, is conſiderable alone by it ſelf, as ) 
being ſomewhere. In which fence a man is a thing rea] : for 
I can conſider him to be, without conſidering any other thing 
zo be beſides him. And for the ſame reaſon , the Earth, the 
Air, the Stars, Heaven, and their parts, are all of them things 
real. And becauſe whatſoever is real here, or there, or in 


any 
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any place, has Dimenſions, that is to ſay, Magnitude ; and 
that which hath Magnitude, whether it be viſible or inviſible, 
is called by all the Learned a Body, if it be finite ; and 
Body or Corporeal, if it be infinite : it tolloweth, that all real 
things, in that they are ſomewhere, are Corporeal. On the 
contrary, Eſſence, Deity, Humanity, and ſuch-like names, ſig- 
nifie nothing that can be confidered, without firſt conſidering 
there is an Ezs, a God, a Man, &xc. So allo. if there be any 
real thing that is white or black, hot or cold, the ſame may be 
conſidered by it felf ; but whiteneſs, blackneſs, heat, cold- 
neſs, cannot be conſidered, unleſs it be firſt ſuppoled that 
there is ſome real thing to which they are attributed. Theſe 
real things are called by the Latine Philoſophers, Entia ſub- 
jeHa, ſubſtantiz ; and by the Greek Philoſophers, 3% 917, 1av- 
x*pJz, warp} The other, which are Incorporeal, are cal- 
led by the Greek Philoſophers; ia. ouuteCnggra, parniouale 3 but 
moſt of the Latine. Philoſophers uſe:to convert #iz into ſub- 
ftantia, and ſo confound- real and -corpororeal things with in- 
corporeal ; which is not well :: for Eſſence and ſubſtance ſig- 
nifie divers things. And this miſtake 1s received, and con- 
tinues ſtill in theſe parts; in-all Djſputes both of Philoſophy 
and Divinity : for in truth Eſſentza ſignifies. no more, than if 
we ſhould talk ridiculouſly of the: Iſnefs of the thing that 
Is. [ By whom all things were made. ] This is proved out of 
St. Fohn, cap. 1. werſ. 1; 2, 3. and: Heb.cap. 1. werſ. 3. and that 
again out of Ger. 1. where God 1s:-faid to create every thing 
by his ſole Word, as when he ſaid, Let there be Light, and 
there was Light. And then, that Chriſt was that Word, and 
in the beginning with God , may. be gathered out of divers 
places of Moſes, David, and other of the Prophets. Nor was 
it ever queſtioned amongſt Chriſtians ( except by-the Arians ) 
but that Chriſt was God Eternal, . and his Incarnation eter- 
nally decreed. But the Fathers, all that write Expoſitions 
on this Creed, could not forbear to philoſophize upon it, and 
moſt of them out of the Principles of Ariſtotle : which are 
the {ame the Schoo]-men now uſe ; as may partly appear by 
this, that many of them, amongſt their Treatiſes of Religion, 
have afteQed to publiſh Logick: and Phyſick Principles ac- 


cording to the ſenſe of Ariſtotle ; as Athanaſins,and Damaſcene. 
And 


T1 


And io ſome later Divines of N ote, as Zunchins, ſtill con- | 


foundmg the Concret with the Abſtract, Dens with Deitas, | 
Ens with Efſentia , Sapiens with Sapientia, Aternns with 
Mternites. Tf it be for exact and rigid Truth ſake, why 
do they not fay alſo, that Holineſs is a Holy man, Co- 
vetouſneſs a Covetous man, Hypocriſte an Hypocrite, and 
Drunkenneſs a Drunkard, and the like, but that it is an 
Error ? The Fathers agree that the Wiſdome of God 
is the eternal Son of God, by whom all things were 
made , and thar he was incarnate by the Holy Ghoſt, 
if they meant it in the Abſtract: For 1t Deitas ab- 
ſtrated be Dezs, we make two Gods of one. This 
was well underſtood by * Damaſcene, in his Treatiſe De 
Fide Orthodox2, ( which is an Expoſition of the Nicee 
Creed) where he denies abſolutely that Deitas is Dens, 
left (ſeeing God was made man ) it ſhould follow, the 
Deity was made man; which is contrary to the Dodrine 
of all the Nicene Fathers. The Attributes therefore of 
God in the Abſtract, when they are put for Cod, are 
put Metonymically ; which is a common thing in Scripture ; 
for Example, Prov. 8. 28. where it is faid , Before the 
monitains were ſettled, before the Hills was I bronght forth ;| 
the Wiſdome there ſpoken of being the Wiſdome of 
God, ſigniftes the ſame with the wife God. This kinde 
of ſpeaking is alſo ordinary in all Languages. This con- 
ſidered, ſach abſtracted wotds ought nor ro be uſed in 
Arguing, and efpecially in the deducing the Articles of out 
Faith ; chorigh in the Language of God's eternal Worthip, 
and in all Godly Diſcourſes, they canhot be avoided : and 
the Creed it - ſelf is leſs difficult to be afſented to in its own 
words, than in all fach Expoſitions of the Fathers. Tatho fo2 
ns men atv orit Satvation came down feom Heaven, 4d was itt- 
carnate by the Poſy' Ghoft of the trgin #ary, and was mave Yan. 
F have not read :of any exception to this : For where Atha- 
naſins in his Creed fays of the So, He was not made, but be- 
gotten, it is to be” nnderfiood of the Son as he was God 
Prernal ; whereas here 'it 'is fpoken of the Son! as he is 
man. Ard of the Son alfo as he was man, it may be faid he 
vas begottth of 'the Holy Ghoſt; for a wortian conceiveth 

| C not 
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not but of him that begetteth ; which is alſo confirmed , 
Mat. 1. 20. That which 3s begotten in , her ( v0) 35 of the 


Holy Ghoft. qnd was alſo Crucified fo2us under Pontius Pilate : Þg 
ſuffered and was buried: And the third day he roſe agatn accozving 
to the Scriptures, and aſcended into Heaven : and ſitteth on the 
right hand of the Father > And he ſhall come again with Glozy to 
judge both the Quick and the Dead. Thoſe Kingdome ſhall 
have no end. [ Of this part of the Creed I have not met with 
any doubt made by any Chriſtian. | Hither the Council of 
Nice proceeded in their general Conteflion of Faith, and no 
further. 

Fhis finiſhed, ſome of the Biſhops preſent at the Council (te- 
ventcen or cighteen, whereof Exſebins Biſhop of Ceſarea was 
one) not ſufficiently ſatisfied, refuſed to ſubſcribe till this Do- 
Citrine of 94;:z2@- ſhould be better explained.  Thereupon the 
Council Decreed,that whoſoever ſhall ſay that God hath parts, 
ſhall be Ckaaired : ; to which the ſaid Biſhops ſublcribed. 
And Exſebius by Order of the Council wrote a Letter, the 
Copies whereof were ſent to every abſent Bithop, that be- 
ing fſatisfhed with the reaſon of their ſubſcribing , they allo 
ſhould ſubſcribe. The reaſon they gave of.their Subſcription 
was this, That they had now a form of words preſcribed, by 
which, as a Rale, they might guide themſelves ſo, as not to 
A the Peace of the Church. By this it is manifeſt, that 
no man was an Heretick, but he that in 'plam and dreft 
words contradicted that Foem by the Church preſcribed, and 
that no man could be made ar Heretick by Conſequence. And 
becauſe the faid Form was not put into the body of the 
Creed, but directed only to the Biſhops, there was no reaſon 
to puniſh any Lay-perſon that ſhould ſpeak. to the contrary. 

But what was the meaning of this Doctrine, That God 
has no parts ? Was it made Hereſie to ſay, that Cod, who is 
a real ſubſtance, cannot be conſidered or. ſpoken X: as here, 
or there, or any where, which are parts of places ? Or that 
there is any real thing without length every way, that is to 
) lay, wich hath no Magnitude at all, finite nor infinite ? Or 
' 18 there any whole ſubſtance , whoſe two halves or three 
thirds-are not the ſame with that whole?. Or did they mean 
to condemn the Argument of f.Terinlliany: by which he con- 


- futed 
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futed Apelles and other Hereticks of his time ; namely, 
Whatfoewer was not Corporeal , was nothing but F antaſm , 
and not Corporeal, tor Fleretical > No certainly, no Divines 
ſay that. They went to eſtabliſh the Doctrine of One 7- 
dividual God in Trinity ; to aboliſh the diverſi ity of {ſpecies in 
God, not the diſtinction of here and there in ſubſtance. 
wW hen St. Paul asked the Corinthians, Is Chriſt divided 2 he 
did not think they thought him impoſtible to be conflidered 
as having hands and feet ; but that they mighe think him 
according to the manner of the Gentiles) one of the Sons 
of God, as Arins did; but not the only begotten Son of 
God. And thus allo it is expounded in the Creed of Atha- 
nafins, who was preſent in that Council, by theſe words, Not 
confounding the P erſons, nor dividing the Subſtances 3 chat 15 
to ſay, thar God 1s not divided into three Perſons, as man 
is divided into Peter, James, and Fohn ; nor are the three 

erſons one and the fe perſon: But Ariftotle, and from 
him all the Greek Fathers, and other Learned Men, when 
they diſtinguiſh the general Latitude of a word, they call it 
Diviſion ; as when they divide Animal into Man and Beaſt, 
they call theſe 43", Species 3 and when they again divide the 

pecies Man, into Peter and John, they call theſe pipn, partes 
individue. And by this confounding the diviſion of. the 
ſubſtance with the diſtin&tion of words, divers men have 
been led into the Error of attributing to God a Name, which 
is not the name of any ſubſtance at all, ViR. Lecorporeal. 

By theſe words, God has no parts, clas explained, together 
with the part of the Creed which was at that time agreed on, 
many of thoſe Hereſtes which were antecedent to that feſt 
General Council, were condemned ; as that of Menes, who 
appeared about thirty years before the Reign of Conſtantine, 
by the: firſt Article, I believe in one God ; though in other 
words it ſeems to me to remain ſtill in the Doarine. of the 
Church of Rome, which {o aſcribeth a Liberty of the Will 
to Men, as that their Will and Purpoſe to commit tin, (ſhould 
not proceed from, the Cauſe of all things; God ; but origi- 
nally from themſelves, or from' the Devil. It may {eent 

rhaps: to ſome, that by the ſame words the Anthropomor- 


phites. alſo were then Condemned : And certainly, if by Parts 
were 
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were meant not perſons Individual, but Pieces, they were 
Condemned : for Face, Arms, Feet, and the like, are pieces. 
But this cannot be, tor the Anthropomorphites a ppearcd not 
till the time of y alens the Emperour, which was after the 
Council of Niece between fourty and fifty years; and was not 
condemned till the ſecond General Council at Conſtantinople. 

Now for the Puniſhment of Hereticks ordained by Con- 

antine,. we read of none ; but that Eccleſiaſtical Officers, 
Biſhops and other Preachers, if they refuſed to ſubſcribe to 
this Faith, or taught the contrary Doctrine, were for the 
firſt Fault Deprived of their Offices , and for the ſecond Ba- 
niſhed. And thus did Hereſie, which at firſt was the name 
of private Opinion, and no Crime, by vertue of a Law of the 
Emperour, made only for the Peace of the Church, become 
a Crime in a Paſtor, and puniſhable with Deprivation firſt, 
and next with Baniſhment. 

After this part of the Creed was has eſtabliſhed, there 
aroſe preſently many new Herefies, partly about the Inter- 
pretation of it, and partly about the Holy Ghoſt, of which 
the Nicene Council had not determined. Concerning the 
part eſtabliſhed, there aroſe Diſputes about the Nature of 
_ Chriſt, and the word Hypoſtaſis s, id eft, Subſtance; for of 
Perſons there was yet no mention made, the Creed bring 
written in Greek, in which Language there is no word that 
an{wereth to the Latine word Perſona. And the Union, as 
the Fathers called it, of the Humane and Divine Nature in 
Chriſt, Hypoſtatical, cauſed Extyches, and after him Dieſco- 
r#5, to affirm, there was but one Nature in Chriſt ; thinking 
that whenſoever two things are united, they are one: and 
this was condemned as Arianiſm in the Councils of Conſtan- 
tzrople and Epheſus. Others, becauſe they thought rwo living 
and rational Subſtances, ſuch as are God and Man, muſt 
needs be allo two Hypoftaſes, maintained that Chriſt had two 
Hypoſtaſes : Bue theſe were two Hereftes condemned toge- 
ther. | Then concerning; the Holy Ghoſt ; Neftorins . Biſhop 
of Cofleritinople, and forme others, denied the: Divinity there= 
of. And whereas about: ſeventy years before the Nicene 
Council, ''there had been bolden a Provimcial Council at Cur- 


thege, wherein i it was Decrecd, that thoie' Chriſtians which 


in 
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in the Perſecutions had - denied the Faith of Chriſt, ſhould 
. not be received again into the Church, unleſs they were a- 
gain baptized : This alſo was condemned, though the 'Preſt- 
dent in that Council were that moſt f{incere and pious Chri- 
ſtian, Cyprian. But at laſt the Creed was made up entire as 
we have it, in the Calcedonian Council, by addition of theſe 
words, qgnd 7 believe in the Þoly Ghoſt, the Lo2d and Giver of 
Life, who poceedeth from the Father and the Son;' Who with the 
Father « the Son together is TWozſhipped and Glozified. Tho ſpake 
by the P2ophets. And J belfeve one Catholick + Apoſfolic> Church. 
J acknowledge one: Baptiſm fo2 the Remiſſton of Sins. And Jlok 
fo? the Reſurrection of the Dead, and the Life of the Woad to come. 
In this addition-.are condemned, firſt the Neftorians' and-o- 
thers, in theſe words, ggho with the Father and the. Son; toge: 


ther is wozſhipped and gloified : And ſ{qcondly the'Dod@rine of 
the Council of Carthage, in theſe words, Jbelieve one Baptiſm 


fo the Remiſſion of Sins: For one Baptiſm-1s not. there put 
as oppoſite to ſeveral forts or manners of Baptiſm, ; but to the 
Iteration of it : St. Cyprian was a better Chriſtian than to 
allow any Baptiſm that was not in the Name of. the Father, 
.Son, and Holy Ghoft. In the General Confeſlion, of Faith 
: contained in _ Creed called the Nicene;Creed, i there: .is. no 
mention ' of Hypoſtaſey,, nor of Hypoſiatical Union, nor. of 
Corporeal, nor of Incorporeal, nor 'of Parts 3 the. under- 
NHanding af which words being not required of the Vulgar, 
but only. of the Paſtors, whoſe diſagreement elſe might trou- 
ble the Church; nor were ſuch Points. neceſſary to. Salvation, 
bur ſet ack for oſtentation of Learning, or elſe-to_ dazle 
men,. with deſign to lead. them towards ſome ends of. their 
own. The Changes of preyalence in the. Empire between 
the Catholicks and the Arjians, -and'how the great Athanafins, 
the moſt: fierce of the Catholicks, was baniſhed'by Conſtantine, 
and afterwards, reſtored,,, ;and: again. baniſhed, I let paſs; 
only it is to, be: remembred, that Athanaſins. compoſed his 
Creed then, when. (baniſhed) he was in Rome, Liberins be- 
[Ing Pope; . by whom, as is moſt likely, the word Hypoftaſis, 
as it was. in Athanaſins's Creed; was diſliked : For the Re- 
man Church -coul d never be: brought to receive ic, but inſtead 


thereof uſed their own word Perſona. But che firſt and laſt 
D words 
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words of that Creed the Church of Rowe refuſed not : for 
they make every Article, not only thoſe of the body of the 
Cree, but all the Definitions of the Nicene Fathers to be 
—fach} as a man cannot be faved, unleſs he believe them all 
- ſedfaſtly ; ; though made only for Peace fake, and to unite 
the mindes of the Clergy, whoſe Diſputes were like to 
trouble the Peace of the Empire. After theſe four firſt 
General Councils, the Power of the Roman Church grew u 

apace; and either by the negligence or weaknefs of the ſuc- 
.ceeding Emperours, the Pope did what he pleaſed in Re- 
ligion.-- There was no Doctrine which tended to the 
' Power Ecclefiaſtical, or to the Reverence of the Clergy, the 
- contradiction whereof was not by one Council or another 
made Herefie, and puniſhed arbitrarily by the Emperours 
with" Baniſhment or Death. And at laſt Kings themſelves, 
and Commonwealths, unleſs they purged their Dominions 
of Hereticks, were ijExcommunicated, Interdi&ed, and their 
Subjefs let looſe upoh them by the Pope: ; inſomuch as to 
Ian ingetitGtis and fetious Chriſtian, there was hothing ſo 
datigerous : as'to enquire concerning his own Salvation, of the 
"Holy tire ; the careleſs cold Chriſtian was; fafe, and 
the 's4) poo 'a Saint.' But this is a Story ſo 'wal 
kiown, + as | need 'ridt infift upon it any Tonger, 'but pro- 
ceed 'to''the Hereticks here in England, and what Puniſh- 
ments were ©ordiitied for them by As of Patliathent. All 
this while the Penal Laws againſt Hereticks'were frich, 'as 
the ſeveral 'Prihces' and 'Stares, in their own "Dbminiots, 
thoaglit 4 Kt- 66 ena." The Edits - of 'the Fraperours made 
their Puniſhtnietts C Capital, brit for the manner of the” 'Ex&- 
cution, left it to the PrefeRs*6f Provinces: and when other 
Kings and*States intentled (according to-the Taws of the 
Row: Chitch) to extirpate; *Hlereticks, they ordained ſuch 
'Puniſhthent 'as 'they pleaſed.” And" the 'firft Law that was 
Here thade for the pniſhinents: of ''Hlereticks called Lollards, 
= Whentioned ' in the Stattites, wis inthe” filth” year of the 
| of 'Rithard the Second: &craſforied' by the 'Dottrine 
i bn Wickiff and his Fol lowers ; ; which WAL becauſe 
o'Kk aw Was yet ordainet for his _punifhimeric 1 atliament, 


by 


þ 
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by the favour 'of John of Gaunt, the Kings Soi, ESE) 
Bur in the fifth year of the next King, which was Rzchard 
the Second, there paſſed an Act of Partiament to this effect ; 
Thar Sheriffs and ſome others ſhould have Comnultions to 
apprehend ſuch as were certitied by the Prelates to be Prea- 
chers of Hereſie,their Fautors, Maintainers and Abettors, and 
to hold them in ftrong Priſon, till chey thould juſtifte chem- 
ſelves, according to the Law of Holy Church. So that hither 
to there was no Law in England, by which a Heretick could 
be put to Death, or otherways puniſhed, than by impriſoning 
him till he was reconciled to the Church. Attey this, m the 
next Kmgs Reign, which was Henry the Fourth, Son of FJobii 
of Gaunt by whom Wickliffe had tina favoured, and who mn 
his aſpiring to the Crown: had needed 'the oood Will of the 
Biſhops, was made a Law, in the ſecond Year of his Reign, 
wherem it was Enacted, Fhat every Ordinary may convene 
before him, and impriſon any perfon ſufpeted of Herefle 3 
and that an obſtinate Hezetick- hall be burnt before the 
People. 

In the next King s! Reign, which was oHewye the' Fifth, nt 
his Second year,” was: made an A& of Parliament, wherokt 
it 1s declared, that the' intent of Hereticks, called Lollirds, 
was 'to Cube the Chriſtian Faith, the Law of God, tlie 
Church and the Realm':' And; ;rhat an- Heretick convidt 
ſhould forteit-all his- Fee-fimple Eands; Goods and Chattels; 
beſides the Puniſhment 6f Burning; Again, in the Five old 
Twentieth Year of King Henry the-Fighth, ic was Enated, 
Thar an Heretick conviet ſhall abjure his Herefſes, and res 
fuſing {oro do, or relapſing, ſhall be burnt in open place; 
for example of others. This A& was made after the puttin 
down'of the Pope's Anthority : and'bythis it appears, that- 
King Heary the Eighth intended 'no farther alteration in Re- | 
ligion, than the recovering of his own-Right Fecleſfiaſtical. * 
But in the firſt year of his Son King Edward the Sixth was 
made' an AQ, by which were repealed not only this At; 
but alſo all Cams Ads concerning Dotrines, or tnatters of 
Religion ; So that at this-time there was No 0 Lay at all Hor 


the puniſhment of Hereticks: "v5 
Again, 
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Again, in the Parliament of the firſt and ſecond Year of 
Queen Mary, this A& of 1 Edw. 6. was not repealed, but 
made uſeleſs, by reviving the Statute of 25 Herr. 8. and 
freely put it in execution ; inſomuch as it was Debated, 
Whether or no they ſhould proceed upon that Statute againſt 
the Lady El:zabeth, the Queens Siſter. | 

The Lady Elizabeth not long after (by the Death of 
Queen Mary coming to the Crown) in- the tifth Year of her 
Reign, by A& of Parliament repealed in the firſt place all 
the Laws Eccleſiaſtical of Queen Mary, with all other for- 
mer Laws concerning the puniſhments of Hereticks, nor 
did ſhe Ena& any other Puniſhments in their place. In 
the ſecond place it was. Enacted,.. That the Queen by her 
Letters Patents ſhould give a Commiſſion to the Biſhops , 
with certain other perſons, in her Majeſties Name, to ex- 
ecute the Power Eccleſiaſtical ; in which Commiſſion the 
Commiſſioners were forbidden to adjudge any thing to be 
Herefie,, which was not declared to be Hereſie by: ſome of 
the firſt four General Councels : but there was no meation- 
made of; General Councels, but onely in that branch of the 

AQ which Authorized that Commiſſion, commonly called 
The High Commiſſ»r; nor was there in-that ' Commiſſion any 
thing concerning how Hereticks were. to be; puniſhed ,: but it 
was granted to them, that: they might-declar& or not declare, 
as they pleaſed , to be Herefie or not-Hereſie , :any. of thoſe 
DoGrines which had- been Condemned for Herefie : in: the 
firſt Foar General Councels. So.that during the time thatthe 
ſaid High Commiſſion was in being, there was no Statute by 
which a Heretick could - be puniſhed-otherways, than:by the 
ordinary Cenſures of:-the-Church.; nor DodGrine- accounted: 
Hereſfie ,- unleſs the! Conimiſſioners. had actually declared and: 
publiſhed., [That all: that which was made Hereſie -.by «thoſe 
= Four: Councels ,. ſhould be Hereſie alſo. now : butiT never 
beard.that any ſuch'Declaration was made either. by. Procla- 
mation, or by Recording it in Churches, or;by publick Print- 
Ing, as.1n penal Laws ts neceſlary ; the' breaches of it are ex- 
cuſed: by ignorance :; beſides, if Hereſie- had been made Ca- 
pital, or otherwiſe civilly puniſhable, either the Four Ge-- 
ETSY neral 


2 f ”*y | : 
hoval PEN, dieigfulves or at kaft the Points crates 
in. them ,- aught to have . been Printed 'or put. jato Parihe 
| Chuxches wn Envluh , becauſe withaueg it; ne nan could Ktowe 
how-to beware of offcading ag ali them, -. | 
- Some mari may: perhaps ets whether no body were Ob 
denvied and burus for Herefie ; axing the tne RW High 

Cammillion. 
| : Kkeve heard there. w xe. : but they dd ano "= EW 
ecgtions , may peradventure know better greunds for theui 
then i do.; but thoſe grounds: are very well worthy to he en- 
quad after. - 

- Laſtty,m the Grrientcench: ow oh. theReign of King Chorkei 
the Firſt, ſhortly after thas, the, Seorr had Rebellioully pus 
down the Epiſcopal Government in Scotland , the Prebyte- 
rians of England endeavoured the fame here. The King, 
though he ſaw the Rebels ready to take the Field, would 
not condeſcend to that ; but yet in hope to appeaſe them ; 
was content'to paſs an AR of Parliament for the aboliſhing 
the High Commiſſion. But though the High Commiſſion 
were taken away, yet the Parliament having other ends be- 
fides the ſetting up of the Presbyterate , purſued the Re- 
bellion ; and pur down both Fpiſcopacy and Monarchy , 
erefting a power by them called The Common-wealth by 
others the Rump, which men obeyed not out of Duty, bur 
for fear , nor was there any humane Laws lett 1n force to re- 
ſtrain any man from Preaching or Writing any Dodrine con- 
cerning Religion that he pleate&; and in this heat of the War, 
it was impolſ? ible to diſturb the Peace of the State, which then 
was none. 

And in this time it was, that a Book called Leviathan, was 
written in defence of the Kings Power, Temporal and Spiri- 
tual, without-any word againſt Epiſcopacy, or againſt any Bi- 
ſhop,or againſt the publick Doctrine of the Church: Ir pleas'd 
God abqut Twelve years after the Ulſurpation of this Ramp, 
to Reſtore His moſt Gracious Majeſty that now 1s, to his Fa- 
thers Throne,and preſently His Majeſty reſtored the Biſhops, 
and pardoned the Presbyterians; but then both the one and 
the ather aurnfad iv PFicfhancar this Beol of Herefie,, wher 


neicher cle Eilmys. before tie War kad declired what was 
E Heres 
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Herefie, when if they-had, it had been made” void by the 
putting down of the High Commiſſion at the 'importnnity: 
of the Presbyterians : So fierce ate men , for the moſt part, 
in diſpute, where either their Learning or Power is debated; 
that they never think of the Laws, but as ſoon” as they are 
offended, they cry out, Crucifege ; forgetting what St. Paul 
fairh, even in caſe of obſtinate holding of an Errour, 2 Time. 
2. 24, 25. The, ſervant of the Lord muſt not ſtrive, but be 
' gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, is meekneſs inflruting 
thoſe that oppoſe, if God peradwventure may give'them repentance, 
to the acknowledging of the truth : Of which counſel, ſach 
fierceneſs as hath appeared in the Diſputation of Divines, 
down from before the Council of Nice to this: preſent time, 
15 a Violation. Y 
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